
IS CONGRESSIONAL CIA WATCHDOG NEEDED? 


WALTER CRO'NKITE: Today 8 s report on the CIA. Tho Central 
Intelligence Agency is top dog among U Q S. intelligence groups, and 
nowadays it 8 a also a big name in tbs paperback fiction industry „ 
Evor sinco its establishment after World War U, tho CIA lias been 
general whipping boy from all sides. For instance, a CIA man v?ho 
wants more powers for his agency says former director Allon Dulles 
ran a happy shipj John McCone, ho says, ran a taut ship, while the 
present boss, retired Admiral William Raborn, runs a sinking ship 0 

Tho public concern is more frequently expressed by those who 
* freo “Who sling activities of the agency, which operates 

with hugo and seemingly unlimited funds 0 Thoy charge tho CIA acts 
as a king maker, even sotting foreign polioy^-a function that’s 

supposed to bo the prerogative of the President of the United 
States. 


Over th© years, it G s also boon charged that 


a right-wing revolution in Guatemala, Intervened 
affairs of Egypt— and almost every other nation, 
non-aligned. The Agency took a major share of 
failure of the disastrous Bay of Pigs Invasion 0 


the CIA promoted 
in the internal 
friend, enemy and 
tho blame for tho 
There have boon 


persistent reports of conflict between the CIA and u. S 0 ambassa- 
dors jlh such important capitals as Saigon. The u» S. state 
Department recently denied, and then later was forced to withdraw 
its denial, that^th© Cia had offered a throe million dollar bribo 
uo the P^ime Minister of Singapore, to cover up an unsuccessful 
oj,a o]pos*s u xorj o 


The French press, which sooa tho hand of tho CIA in virtually 
every international scandal, is now connecting it with the kidnap- 
ping and probable murder of Ben Barka, the exiled Morroccan leader. 


And now, once again, members of Congress ar© callinc for a 

?i™ 6 Jw SU ? QrViBi ? n ^? f tho GIA * At P^ oa0 nt, a special subcommittee 
from the Appropriations and Armed Services Committees of the 
Semak,© keeps informal watch over tho organization. 
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Senator Eugene McCarthy, of Minnesota, wants a special 
Foreign Relations subcommittee established to tnako a full and 
complete study of the affects of CIA operations on this country 1 a 
foreign relations* Ohio's Senator Stephen Young wants a joint 
House-Senate committee sot up on a permanent basis, to act as 
permanent overseer of the CIA. 

* -Jr X a i'e 

No one doubts the need for a Central Intelligence Agency in 
the context of our confusod world today, and the cold war 0 And 
there seems to be little reason to doubt that it must operate with 
great discretion , in tho shadows of international events, that the 
area of operation for the CIA is intelligence , which means oollect- 
int and possibly evaluating information® 

Tho organization doos not have a mandate to tamper with events, 
and Congressional supervision may be necessary to forestall such 
illegal activity . If thoro were a decision that the Agency should 
operato as an undercover wing of tho armed forces, and/or State 
Department s that decision should be mad© known and authorized by 
the Congress o 
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